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Introduction
1. “Greatest Day of the Feast” — Means at least a 
few days had passed since preceeding events…which 
took place right in the middle of the feast. 
2. “The next three verses of the Gospel draw our 
attention to one of the most memorable parts 
of the Festival of Tabernacles, the seven-day 
water ceremony and the prayers for rain. On 
each of the seven days prior to the final day (the 
added day), priests drew water from the Pool of 
Siloam and carried a golden pitcher full of the 
water to the temple and then around the altar 
with the high priest leading the way. As the 
priests neared the water gate, the shofar was 
blown, and then the psalms of praise and 
thanksgiving were sung to God for the harvest 
(Pss 113–118).”
3. “For six days the water parade took place 
once each morning. Then on the seventh day it 
was repeated seven times. On the eighth day 
there was no water ceremony, but it was a 
solemn time of reflection and prayer.”
4. The Jews understood the necessity of water for life…
not just for drinking but for the crops which would 
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provide their food. This festival was one of praise for 
the rains received (and the crops they provided) and 
prayer for those yet come.
5. It was during this time of reflection and 
prayer (8th day) that Jesus made His cry to the 
people. He stood up … 
6. Standing was unusual for a Rabbi — It was 
customary for the rabbi to teach from a seated position 
among his disciples. But Jesus stands so that He might 
reach the maximum number of people. He wanted as 
many people as possible to see and hear Him.
7. Jesus stands and cries out in a loud voice, — If 
anyone is thirsty let him come to me and drink…This 
entire verse is a metaphor (a figure of speech in 
which a word or phrase is applied to an object 
or action to which it is not literally applicable). 
8. The call of Jesus was to all far and wide. 
Anyone who would come drink was invited to 
do so. And that same call goes out this 
morning…to anyone who would hear…If you 
are thirsty…come!

Thirsty
1. The metaphor had to do with thirst....we need to 
consider just why he would use such a metaphor…thirst 
is not something we are accustomed to feeling in any 
kind of acute way…we turn on a faucet and have 
water…those living in ancient Israel did not have such 
conveniences…thirst was a common and sometimes 
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awful experience for the hearers of Jesus.
2. On July 30, 1945, the battle cruiser USS 
Indianapolis  was returning from a mission 
delivering enriched uranium to allied  forces in 
the Pacific. It did not make it home. A Japanese 
torpedo hit  the cruiser on its way back. It sank 
in minutes. In only 12 minutes, 300  of the 
1,200 men died. Nine hundred went into the 
water, enduring four  days and five nights 
without food, without water, and under the 
blazing  sun of the Pacific. Of the 900 men that 
went into the water, only 316  survived the lack 
of water and the sharks. One of those who 
survived was  the chief medical officer, who 
recorded his own experience. He wrote: There 
was nothing I could do, nothing I could  do but 
give advice, bury the dead at sea, save the 
lifejackets, and try  to keep the men from 
drinking the water. When the hot sun came out, 
and  we were in this crystal clear ocean, we 
were so thirsty. You couldn't  believe it wasn't 
good enough to drink. I had a hard time 
convincing the  men they shouldn't drink. The 
real young ones…you take away their hope,  you 
take away their water and food, they would 
drink the salt water and  they would go fast. I 
can remember striking the ones who were 
drinking  the salt water to try to stop them. 
They would get dehydrated, then  become 
maniacal. There were mass hallucinations. I 
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was amazed how  everyone would see the same 
thing. One man would see something, and then  
everyone else would see it. Even I fought the 
hallucinations off and  on. Something always 
brought me back.
3. This is not physical thirst but a spiritual one…
because the water Jesus is referring to here is not literal 
water but the Holy Spirit. So it begs the question…
what does it mean to be “thirsty” in the way 
Jesus here indicates? This is a thirst that 
produces far more serious symptoms when 
unsatisfied…more horrifying consequence in 
the death it brings when left unsatisfied…and 
like physical thirst, all vain attempts at 
satisfying it only make it worse
4. Spiritual Thirst — To thirst spiritually is to  
painfully want, and eagerly long for those 
things by which the soul is refreshed and 
strengthened
5. Is your soul thirsty this morning? Do you 
painfully feel the need in your soul? You know 
something is missing…something is not right. 
That there is something more than you are 
experiencing. This is what Jesus was  talking 
about when He said, “thirsty.”
6. If that is you this morning these words are as much 
for you as they were for the first hearers at the Feast of 
Tabernacles in first century Jerusalem. This is God’s 
Word for you today.
7. Thirst can be felt by the Christian as well you 
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know…believers can feel dry and thirsty. We 
can feel as though we are walking through a 
spiritual desert, parched; eagerly desiring the 
refreshment once known in our relationship 
with Christ. 
8. So whether you have yet to taste the living water 
Christ speaks of in this passage or are a long time 
Christian…if you are thirsty the invitation is for you…
So take the rest of this message personally
9. “Come to Me and Drink” — If you are thirsty 
there is only one thing for you to do…Come to Jesus. 
This means go to Him…follow Him. Stop 
looking for fulfillment and spiritual 
refreshment in the wrong places. Stop going after 
those things which cannot quench your spiritual 
thirst…Instead…come to Jesus.
10. This is a choice…a decision of the will…
Saying yes to Jesus means saying no to all else. 
It is surrender…the giving up of all attempts at 
meeting your needs by your other means. 
11. The Christian life is simply this…the 
sufficiency of Jesus — Jesus is enough…He is all I 
need for salvation and life. All of my spiritual thirst, 
spiritual hunger…all I could ever need  in this life or the 
next…is provided for in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ.
12. So coming to Jesus is a confession…I am 
thirsty and He alone can quench my thirst…
13. But knowing the truth is not enough…an in 
intellectual knowledge of Jesus never saved 
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anyone...you have to drink. 
14.  “Drink” —  to receive into the soul what 
serves to refresh and nourish it unto eternal 
life
15. You have to receive Jesus not just come to 
Him…not just acknowledge His ability to satisfy 
your soul but receive Jesus by faith…believe 
and trust Him with your life...give your life to 
Him.
16.  Romans 10:9-10  
Romans 10:9–10 NASB95
that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and 
believe in your heart that God raised Him from the 
dead, you will be saved;

for with the heart a person believes, resulting in 
righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, 
resulting in salvation.
17. Once that moment of faith arrives the Holy 
Spirit quenches our spiritual thirst — 
18. Faith in Jesus opens the floodgates for the 
water of the Holy Spirit…He indwells us…He 
lives in us…nourishes us and gives us life. He 
changes us and nothing is ever the same again.
19. Speaking to a large audience, D.L. Moody 
held up a glass and asked, "How can I get the 
air out of this glass?" One man shouted, "Suck 
it out with a pump!" Moody replied, "That 
would create a vacuum and shatter the glass." 
After numerous other suggestions Moody 
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smiled, picked up a pitcher of water, and filled 
the glass. "There," he said, "all the air is now 
removed." He then went on to explain that 
victory in the Christian life is not accomplished 
by "sucking out a sin here and there," but by 
being filled with the Holy Spirit. 
20. The Holy Spirit changes us…takes out the sin and 
replaces it with Christ and His righteousness...
21. The streams of the Spirit of God flow into 
us...changing us...and through us…making us 
an agent of change for others. 

Agent of Change
1. We were never meant to be monks and nuns…We 
were never meant to cloister ourselves in the desert in 
order to live a more pious life. The Spirit of God 
resides in us and flows through us…if we do 
anything to stem the flow we risk stagnation 
and spiritual atrophy.
2. When we come to Jesus and place faith in 
Him (drink)…He places His Spirit within us, 
and the Spirit flows through us for His 
purposes.
3. Finney wrote how God gave him mighty 
outpourings of the  Holy Spirit "that went 
through me, as it seemed, body and soul. I 
immediately found myself endued with such 
power from on high  that a few words dropped 
here and there to individuals were the means  
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of their immediate conversion. My words 
seemed to fasten like  barbed arrows in the 
souls of men. They cut like a sword. They broke 
the heart like a hammer. Multitudes can attest 
to  this...Sometimes I would find myself in a 
great measure empty of this power (thirsty). I 
would go and visit, and find that I made no 
saving  impression. I would exhort and pray 
with the same results. I would then set apart a 
day for private fasting and  prayer...after 
humbling myself and crying out for help, the 
power would  return upon me with all its 
freshness. This has been the experience of  my 
life." 
4. If you are not an agent of change for the 
Kingdom of God you need to ask the question…
are you stemming the tide of the Spirit’s flow by 
unbelief and sin? Have you ceased spending 
time with Jesus? Are you looking for something 
or someone other than Jesus to satisfy your 
spiritual thirst? 
5. One great question for every follower of 
Christ during those inevitable dry times is this, 
“Has my walk with God become stagnant 
because of my disobedience…my failure to 
follow God’s plan for my life?” Or is God just 
allowing this dryness to spur me on to greater 
faith in Him? So we might come and drink 
more deeply from His spirit.
6. The Spirit of God is placed in each of us the 
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moment we believe and it is meant to flow!

Conclusion
1. Like those original hearers we are faced with 
the question…”Will you come to Jesus and 
drink so that your spiritual thirst might be 
satisfied in Him?”
2. Many of the hearers in Jesus’ day missed the 
One who could satisfy their spiritual thirst…
they mis-identified Him…thinking He was the 
“Prophet” who was to come or a false Messiah or fraud. 
Some wanted to believe He was the Messiah but He 
didn’t meet their expectations for what a Messiah 
should be.
3. The soldiers who went to arrest Him had 
never heard anyone speak like Jesus…they 
were impressed…but they didn’t believed. They 
didn’t place faith in Him for the thirst they felt in their 
heart.
4. Have you believed? Or just been impressed? 
Have you come to Jesus for your salvation? 
Have you identified Him for who He really is? 
The one and only one who can truly satisfy your 
spiritual thirst both for now and evermore.
5. Have you been faithful to the commitment 
you made when you came to Jesus or have you 
drifted off into something other than Jesus in hopes of 
satisfying your spiritual thirst? Have you been lulled 
into compromise that has left you spiritually 

9Exported from Logos Bible Software, 2:22 PM July 20, 2018.



thirsty, hungry and weak?
6. Come to Jesus…have faith in Him again…He is all 
you need. You don’t need more rules to follow…more 
pious deeds or trips to church…all of these are fine and 
good but they flow from the work of the Spirit as it 
operates in the person who places faith in Jesus for 
their life.
7. Have you placed faith in Jesus for your life?
8. Christian…Are you walking by faith or have 
you fallen into the trap of seeking something 
other than Christ to satisfy that deep spiritual 
thirst in your soul?
9. Like Charles Finney…the answer is simple…
once again come to Jesus, believe, love Him…
spend time with Him and let Him do the rest.
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